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areas known as 'chemuru' and 'potiadurti' which were held
as Amaras by another Nayaka by name Peddasinganayaka68.
Amaram lands were often conferred on the relatives of the
high officials of the Kingdom. Thus Krishnadevaraya's Chief
Minister Saluva Thimmaya's nephew by name Gopayya held
Konadavidu-Sima as Nayankara69.

Amaranayakas were a source of political power
which they gained from their extensive land-holdings. Only a
strong monarch at the centre could control them. During the
reign of a weak ruler these Nayakas appeared to have
changed their loyalty and supported the strong man. For
instance Tuluva Narasa Nayaka revolted against Immadi
Narasimha of Saluva dynasty who was a weak ruler. Hence
Amaranayakas appeared to have showed allegiance to
Narasanayaka. Thus an inscription belonging to the reign of
Immadi Narasimha records that one Thimmanayaka is said
to have obtained Muktinadu -as Nayankara from
Narasanayaka. This shows that in order to fortify his authority
Amaranayaka tenures were conferred on his favourites by
Narasanayaka7Q.

On the basis of the availabe inscriptions in Telugu
and Kannda, it may be concluded that during the time of

68. IM : XW Afo. 68, ottrf 77: E.C. V. Hn IS; E.C. III. Sr. 12; E.C. Xlf TP. 129.
69. Qjid : XVI No. 72, A.D. 1512,
M mid :XWN^39:AJ). 1498.